FROM THE PREFACE
TO THE FOURTH EDITION
IN addition to having been revised throughout, and advantage
taken of much material published during the last few years, the
present edition differs from its immediate predecessor in several
respects. The first chapter has been extended by a more detailed
account of minerals and soils than was formerly the case, while the
sections on the European and Asiatic territories of the Soviet Union
have been almost entirely re-written. Although no attempt has
been made to enable the student to dispense with the aid of a good
atlas a number of new maps have been introduced which, it is
hoped, will prove of service to him. Moreover, the deepening of the
world-wide depression in industry and trade within recent years,
coupled with the fact that Great Britain has been compelled to
abandon the gold standard, has made it necessary to present the
figures relating to foreign trade in a different form from that used
hitherto. Accordingly, whenever information has been available
the values of exports and imports have been given in the currency
of the country concerned and the average rate of exchange in sterling
has been added.
A number of the* maps, especially those dealing with industrial
regions, have been drawn for me by a former pupil, Mr. Norman
Henry, M.A.; others have been compiled by Mr. George Mackay,
of the Royal Geographical Society. In preparing the book for press,
and in many other ways, I have received much assistance from my
wife.
J. McF.
NOTE
Advantage was taken of the reprinting of this book in 1937 to
bring statistical information, as far as possible, up to date, and to
take account of some of the more important changes since the fourth
edition was first published. In the present reprint no major altera-
tions have been made, but statistical information has where possible
been brought up to the end of 1938. The consideration of changes
occurring after that date has been left until more normal times.